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DESCRIPTION

DESCRIDBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {If known} PHYSIC AL J\PPEA.F{ANCE

Located on the historic and largely unspoiled Ware Neck, Lowland Cottage
is pictuesquely placed in a park-like sctting near the bank of the Ware
River., 1Its broad flat yard is dotted with large shade trees, and from it
a wide prospect of the river and both near and distant shores is obtained.
The house is approached from the north by a tree-lined avenue across open
fields.

Like nearly all seventeenth century frame houses, Lowland Cottage has had
a complex structural history. The main and earliest part of the house,
considered to have been built between 1666 and 1676, is a gambrel roofed
one-and-a-half-story structure, approximately forty feet by twenty feet.
Originally its plan was very similar to that of the typical New England
farm house ‘of the same perlod hav1ng two principal rooms served by a
massive central chimmey. Also like the New England house, Lowland Cottage
originally had a small winding stdir backed up to the chimmey on its north
side, and a very narrow vestibule in the corresponding position on the
south side. The location of this chimney is confirmed by a small drawing
of the house made in 1831 for the Gloucester County Surveyor's Book, and
by the presence of the chimney's foundations under the floor. This central
chimney was dismantled between 1831 and 1840, and the resulting space was
used for a straight single-run stair. A much smaller, slightly off-center
chimney was built to heat the east room, and an exterior end chirmey was
built to heat the west room., Covering the house in its original form was
a gambrel rod--& very early example of this roof farm.

Sometime between 1783 and 1831 Lowland Cottage received two addltlons. a
one-and-a-half-story gambrel-roofed wing on the east end, and a two- story
wing on the north side. These additions are thought to have been made by
Richard and Martha Jones' to'accommodate their numerous children.

In 1854 the appearance of thée house was changed considerably as a result
of a remodeling by William Godfrey. In order to make the house appear to
be two full stories Godfrey erected a false wall above the first floor,

thus hiding the lower slope of the gambrel roof. He also raised the east
wing to two full stories, and extended the north wing to provide room for

and doors in the original portion, and put a one-story porch across the
south front,

In 1935 the house was again remodeled, but this time as an attempt to
partially return it to its original aspect. The framing of the gambrel roof
was found to be intact, and the roof was restored to its original shape.
Also, the original seventeenth century beaded ceiling beams of the first
floor east and west rooms were found to be in good condition above a later
ceiling and were once again exposed. Several new windows were cut in the
walls, principally in the east and west ends. The present owner has made
minor changes and necessary structural repairs since 1963, but has not

the much ‘décayed early cabin located to the northwest of the house.

81gn1f1cant1y altered ‘the house s appearance. The present owner also rebuilt

an indoor kitchen and a room above it. Godfrey further replaced all the win*aws
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The site of Lowland Cottage was included in a patent granted to Thomas
Curtis in 1642, 1In 1665 Curtis's daughter, Avarllla married Robert Bristow,
and shortly thereafter she inherited Curtis' s. patent of 1642. Bristow
combined that estate with some aljéining land of his own to establish what he
called his "Home Plantation,' which covered the entire western half of
Ware Neck. ©OSometime between 1666 and 1676 he built a small gambrel-roofed
"home house" or residence near the bank of the Ware River. That house now
forms the earliest portion of Lowland Cottage. Bristow became a prosperous
merchant as well as planter, and had a wharf and storehouse on his Ware Neck
plantation., His opposition to Nathaniel Bacon's rebellion resulted in some
of the rebels coming to Home Plantation in 1676 and despoiling Bristow of hijs
stock, Provision, Armes, Ammunition, Mrchts Goods & considerable Quantityes
of Strong Liquors." 1In 1677 Bristow returned permanently to England. For
the next 112 years his Virginia lands were managed for him and his heirs
by a series of resident agents. 1In 1779 the General Assembly declared
forfeit all titles of Brltlsh subjects to property in Virginia and directed

that such properties be sold for the benefit of the Commonwealth. Thus, in |1783,

200 acres of Home Plantation, including the residence, were aquired by Warngr
Throckmorton of nearby Church Hill. As a play on his ”hlghland" home,
Throckmorton renamed his new purchase Lowland Cottage, K Throckmorton. left the

property to his six year old daughter Martha in 1791, and in 1801 her guardlans

sold it to her mother-in-law, Mary Cooke Booth Jones. Upon Mrs. Jones's
death in 1820, the property went to her son Richard Jones, husband of Mary
Throckmorton., Lowland Cottage was again inherited by Martha Throckmorton
Jones when her husband died in 1826. Following her death in 1840, the
property passed through a number of owners among whom was William Godfrey,
who considerably altered the house in 1854. The present owner inherited
the property through his mother, Harriotte Lee Taliaferro Montague. Mrs.
Montague was the granddaughter of Warner Throckmorton Taliaferro of Belle
Ville, who aquired Lowland Cottage in 1856 from William Godfrey.

Lowland Cottage survives as one of the handful of Virginia frame structures
that with certainty can be dated to the seventeenth century. Although the
skin of the house has been renewed several times, and the original interior
trim lest, the original frame survives including a fine set of beaded
ceiling beams in the two principal rooms. Even though the central chimney
has been removed, no other seventeenth century frame house of the central

chimney type is known to remain in Vlrglnla. Excavations, however, have
shown this to have been a very common architectural type in the earliest
years of settlement. As the location of considerable seventeenth century
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8. agricultural, commercial, and military'activity, Lowland Cottage's
essentially undisturbed land could prove to be a significant
archeological site.
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